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ECOLOGY SCOPING REQUEST



 

 

 

Our Ref: PE00166/HS 
Date:   1st February 2021 
 
Emma Simmonds Consultant Ecologist  
Place Services at Essex County Council  
PO Box 11 County Hall  
Chelmsford  
CM1 1QH 
 
ecology.placeservices@essex.gov.uk 
 
Sent via Email 
 
FAO: Consultant Ecologist 
 
Dear Ms. Simmonds, 
 
Land off Radwinter Road, Saffron Walden: Ecological, Scoping Request 

 

Introduction  

We understand that Place Services provide ecological advice on behalf of Uttlesford Council.  Harris Lamb 

Property Consultancy (HLPC) was commissioned by Rosconn Group Limited to undertake a Preliminary 

Ecological Appraisal (PEA) at land off Radwinter Road, Saffron Walden (national grid reference 

TL55793813), hereafter termed the ‘site’ (see Figure 1 below).   

 

Figure 1: Site location. Not to scale. 
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The site is surrounded on two sides by agricultural land to the east and south, a new housing development 

to the west and Radwinter Road (B1053) to the north.  The site is dominated by an arable field with a 

smaller grassland field all surrounded by hedgerows with scattered trees. A metal agricultural building is 

present on site.  

HLPC ecologists worked with the appointed design team to design a residential scheme at the site which 

maximises habitat retention, habitat connectivity and enhance biodiversity. A copy of the current 

masterplan is on Figure 2 at the end of this letter. 

We are seeking confirmation that the proposed development does not require an Environmental Impact 

Assessment in relation to biodiversity. In accordance with Regulation 6 of the EIA Regulations In 

accordance with Regulation 6, Paragraph (2) this statement provides the following information in relation to 

biodiversity: 

(a) a plan sufficient to identify the land (see Figure 1 above)  

(b) a description of the development, including in particular—  

(i) a description of the physical characteristics of the development and, where relevant, of demolition 

works;  

(ii) a description of the location of the development, with particular regard to the environmental 

sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected;  

(c) a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the development; 

(d) a description of any likely significant effects, to the extent of the information available on those effects, 

of the proposed development on the environment resulting from—  

(ii) the use of natural resources, in particular … biodiversity;  

Baseline Conditions 
 
Baseline conditions were established through data consultation with Essex Wildlife Trust Biological Record 

Centre (EWTBRC), Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website 

www.magic.gov.uk, OS data, aerial imagery (www.bing.co.uk) and an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey by 

an experienced and suitably qualified ecologist following JNCC (2010) methodology in September 2020.  

A summary of the baseline conditions is provided in Table 1 overleaf together with an assessment of 

ecological value based on CIEEM (2018) guidelines. 

http://www.magic.gov.uk/
http://www.bing.co.uk/
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Table 1: Summary of identified baseline ecological conditions 
Habitat/ 
Species 

Baseline conditions Value 

Internationally 
designated sites for 
nature conservation 

None recorded in 10km of site NA 

Nationally designated 
sites for nature 
conservation 

None recorded in 2km of site NA 

Non-designated sites 
for nature conservation 

10  identified within 2km of the site. None on site.  
Closest site is Pounce Wood Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 
located c. 180 m north separated by Radwinter Road. 

Pounce Wood and Martins Wood Ancient Woodland 
recorded c. 150m north of the site and c. 600m north 
east of the site respectively. 

Local-regional 

Arable and poor semi-
improved grassland 

Site dominated by an arable field dominated by bare 
ground with areas of tall ruderal habitat in the field 
margin (c. 1m wide). Smaller field was dominated 
grasses which appeared to have been sown in the past. 
Common species recorded.  

Species poor and 
widespread both locally and 
nationally.   Value to nature 
conservation at site level.  

Hedgerows and trees The field boundaries are dominated by frequently 
species-rich hedgerows with scattered mature and semi-
mature trees. Several were considered to support 
sufficient species to potentially qualify as important 
under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 

Importance up to a local 
level, due to the species 
diversity and habitat 
connectivity. 

Watercourse (ditch) A ditch partially dry at the time of survey c. 0.5m  wide 
with vegetated bank sides, heavily shaded with a muddy 
substrate and culverted under the access road. 

Value to nature 
conservation at site level. 

Amphibians and 
reptiles 

One pond was identified c. 170 m to the south of the site 
which was largely dry and offered poor suitability for 
great crested newts.   Low risk of common reptiles being 
present on site due to suboptimal habitats. 

Site level value to reptiles if 
present. 

 

Birds Potential for breeding birds in hedgerows and trees and 
arable/grassland value for foraging. 

Value to nature 
conservation at site level. 

Bats  Shed negligible interest to roosting bats.  Potential for 
bats to roost in trees along the boundary of the site and 
likely to use hedgerows/ditch for foraging. 

Value to nature 
conservation at site level. 

Badgers No setts recorded, Potential for badgers to use the site 
as highly mobile. 

Value to nature 
conservation at site level. 

Hazel dormice No records of species but hedgerows potentially 
suitable. 

If present site-local  

Otter and water vole 
and white-clawed 
crayfish 

Watercourse considered not suitable for supporting 
these due to lack of water. 

NA 

Hedgehogs Potential for presence due to hedgerows/grassland. Value to nature 
conservation at site level. 

Invasive species None recorded NA 

. 
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Potential Impacts 
 

A summary of the potential impacts, mitigation and/or compensation and enhancement anticipated at this 

stage is provided in Table 2 below overleaf. 

Table 2: Summary of the potential impacts, mitigation and/or compensation and enhancement 

Habitat/ 
Species 

Impacts  Mitigation/ 
Compensation 

Enhancement Proposed 
Mechanism for 
Control 

Arable and poor 
semi-improved 
grassland 

This habitat will be 
lost to accommodate 
the proposed 
development. 

Compensation 
through creation of 
new areas of 
grassland. 

Potential for 
increased 
biodiversity of 
grassland with 
appropriate species 
mix. 

Through design 

Hedgerows and 
trees 

The majority of 
hedgerows and trees 
have been retained 
except for access. 

Replacement of 
hedgerow tree loss 
with new native 
planting. 

Planting additional 
native hedgerows 
and trees. 

Through design 

Watercourse 
(ditch) 

Realigned and 
incorporated into 
SuDs scheme. 

Replacement of 
watercourse within 
SuDS scheme. 

Potential 
enhancement with 
increased 
watercourse/ 
waterbody on site 
and increased in 
biodiversity through 
appropriate native 
planting. 

Through design 

Amphibians and 
reptiles 

Loss of ditch, arable 
and grassland 
habitats. Retention of 
habitat connectivity. 

Replacement of 
watercourse within 
SuDS scheme and 
replacement of 
grassland/hedgerows
. 

Potential 
enhancement with 
increased 
watercourse/waterbo
dy on site and 
increased in 
biodiversity/habitat 
provision through 
appropriate native 
planting and 
hibernacula. 

Through design 

Birds Loss of ditch, arable 
and grassland 
habitats and short 
sections of hedgerow 
for access. 

Replacement of 
hedgerow tree loss 
with new native tree 
and grassland 
planting. 

Planting additional 
native hedgerows 
and trees and 
woodland. Potential 
enhancement with 
increased 
watercourse/waterbo
dy on site and 
increased in 
biodiversity for wider 
range of bird species. 

Through design 

Bats  Demolition of 
building.  Loss of 

Replacement of 
hedgerow tree loss 

Installation of bat Planning 
condition and 
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Habitat/ 
Species 

Impacts  Mitigation/ 
Compensation 

Enhancement Proposed 
Mechanism for 
Control 

ditch, arable and 
grassland habitats 
and short sections of 
hedgerow for access. 
Lighting impacts. 
Retention of habitat 
connectivity. 

 

with new native 
planting. 

Erection of bat boxes 
on mature trees for 
any lost. 

Sensitive lighting 
scheme on habitat 
corridors. 

boxes. 

Increased 
watercourse/ 
waterbody and new 
hedgerow planting to 
increase foraging 
habitat. 

through design 

Badgers Loss of ditch, arable 
and grassland 
habitats and short 
sections of hedgerow 
for access. 

Preconstruction 
survey to reduce risk 
as badgers highly 
mobile. 

Compensation 
through creation of 
new areas of 
grassland and 
hedgerow planting. 

Limited potential for 
enhancing habitats 
for badgers. 

Planning 
condition and 
through design 

Hazel dormice Loss of short 
sections of hedgerow 
for access. Retention 
of majority of 
hedgerows and 
connectivity. 

Removal of 
hedgerow under a 
Method Statement 
under supervision of 
a licensed dormouse 
ecologist and if 
appropriate obtain a 
Natural England 
licence if dormice 
found. 

Replacement of 
hedgerow tree loss 
with new native 
planting. 

New hedgerow/ 
woodland planting to 
increase habitat. 

Planning 
condition and 
through design 

Hedgehogs Loss of short 
sections of 
hedgerow. Retention 
of majority of 
hedgerows and 
connectivity. 

Replacement of 
hedgerow loss with 
new native planting. 

13cm gaps in new 
boundary fencing 
where appropriate to 
retain connectivity. 

Planting additional 
native hedgerows 
and more species 
diverse grassland 
and woodland areas. 

Planning 
condition and 
through design 

 

 

It is anticipated that mitigation, compensation and enhancement above can be controlled through planning 

condition including a Construction and Ecological Management Plan (CEMP) and Landscape and 

Ecological Management Plan (LEMP) and control conditions on timing of works to minimise impacts to 

protected species. An appropriate lighting scheme can minimise impacts to foraging/commuting bats.  

No adverse ecological impacts are anticipated that are likely to be ‘significant’ under the EIA Regulations 

2017. 
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It is anticipated that the proposed development could result in a net enhancement to biodiversity of the site 

and be national and local planning biodiversity policy compliant. 

Approach and method 
 
It is proposed Biodiversity can be scoped out of the Environmental Statement and that the planning 

application would be accompanied by an Ecological Appraisal following CIEEM guidelines (non-EIA) and 

the Essex Biodiversity Validation Checklist version June 2015, a draft version of which has been included 

as Appendix 1 to this document. 

Cumulative Impact 
 
A list of identified schemes is appended to this letter. The proposed development retains habitat 

connectivity to the wider landscape and is not directly connected to any of the identified schemes. The 

impacts identified with the proposed development can be mitigated and controlled via planning condition. 

The proposed development is anticipated to enhance the biodiversity of the site. No cumulative adverse 

impacts are therefore anticipated. We would welcome information on any schemes which you are aware of 

which may require further consideration. 

Consultation  
 
No consultation has been undertaken in respect of biodiversity to date. We would welcome any feedback 

on the scope of ecological survey and assessment presented. 

Conclusion 
 
We would welcome feedback on the proposed approach and confirmation that a non-EIA ecological 

assessment would be appropriate in this instance. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Dr Holly Smith  
Director - Environment 
Holly.smith@harrislamb.com  
 
Attachment: 
 
Appendix Cumulative schemes 
DRAFT Essex Biodiversity Validation Checklist 
DRAFT Proposed Masterplan 
 
References  
 
Joint Nature Conservation Committee (2010) Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey. A Technique for 
Environmental Audit 
 
CIEEM (2018) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland 

mailto:Holly.smith@harrislamb.com


 

 

 

 
Site Name & description Outline Application Reserved Matters  Site Layout Distance from the site Timetable for delivery 

(according to UDC 5yrHLS 
Statement April 2020 (Jan 
2021) 

Land South of Radwinter 
Road – Up to 230 dwellings 
including link road and access 
to & preparation of land for one 
form entry primary school 

UTT/13/3467/OP – 
Manor Oak Homes 

UTT/16/1856/DFO – for 
200 dwellings etc. 
Approved in January 
2017 – Linden Homes 

 

Directly adjacent to the 
west.  Furthest point from 
our site boundary is 
approximately 650 metres 
to the west. 

The scheme is already being 
delivered.  98 dwellings 
already delivered.  
Remaining trajectory: 
 
2020/2021 – 44 dwellings 
2021/2022 – 38 dwellings 

Land north of Shire Hill Farm 
– up to 100 units…in addition to 
the provision of land to facilitate 
an extension to the approved 
Primary School 

17/2832/OP – Dianthus 
Land, approved 14th 
July 2020 

No RM submitted 

 

Directly adjacent to the 
south west of the site.  
Furthest point from our site 
boundary is approximately 
650 metres to the south-
west. 

No published timescale, but 
we can assume 100 
dwellings will be delivered 
before 2024/25. 
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Land east of Thaxted Road – 
up to 150 units 

18/0824/OP – Kier. 
Approved April 2019 

RM 19/2355/DFO 
submitted in September 
2019, refused permission 
in February 2020 – 
Bellway. Appeal since 
lodged, validated 5th 
June. 
20/0865/FUL – 
construction of the Spine 
Road approved 21st July 
2020 - Bellway 

 

Approximately 590 metres 
to the south west of our 
site’s south-western 
boundary. 
 
This site’s furthest point is 
approximately 950m away 
from our site’s south-
western boundary. 

2020/21 – 50 dwellings 
2021/22 – 50 dwellings 
2022/23 – 50 dwellings 

 

 
 



















































DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Formal Open Space with play on the high points of development parallel to the ridge.

Central green corridor with Sustainable Urban Drainage features, informal play and pedestrian / cycle links along the valley between the development parcels. 
Green corridors using existing utility easements. 

Parkland on higher ground with views to Saffron Walden and countryside, incorporating native tree planting and footpath routes. 

Semi-natural wetland character area providing an attractive green entry to the site and concentrating drainage attenuation on the lowest land. 

New woodland blocks and hedgerows to reflect local landscape character of woodlands and field patterns.

New native wooldand, street trees and informal tree groups are located strategically throughout the site to complement the local landscape character and help 
screen the development from the wider environs.

Greener and looser urban form of eastern parcel  to provide a sensitive transition to the rural areas beyond.

Potential pedestrian / cycle links to the west subject to agreement with adjacent landowner.
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