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Cambridgeshire and Suffolk), in various parts of Wales and in West Fermanagh and Erne 
Lakeland in Northern Ireland. In certain areas, such as in the old district of Brecknock in 
Powys, remnant examples are locally aggregated. Scotland is estimated to have between 
2,000–3,000ha of this community, with particular concentrations in the crofting areas of 
Lochaber, Skye and the Western Isles. Local data for Northern Ireland are less complete, 
but the West Fermanagh and Erne Lakeland ESA in Northern Ireland contains an important 
concentration of the resource. 
 
Unimproved seasonally-flooded grasslands are less widely distributed. They have lower 
overall cover, but there are still a few quite large stands. Alopecurus-Sanguisorba flood-
meadow has a total cover of <1,500ha and is found in scattered sites from the Thames 
valley through the Midlands and Welsh borders to the Ouse catchment in Yorkshire. These 
include well-known but now very rare Lammas meadows, such as North Meadow, Cricklade, 
and Pixey and Yarnton Meads near Oxford, which are shut up for hay in early spring, 
cropped in July, with aftermath grazing from early August; nutrients are supplied by flooding 
episodes in winter. Cynosurus-Caltha flood-pasture is also now scarce and localised, with 
probably <1,000ha cover in England and Wales. Scotland is estimated to have 600–800ha 
of this community. 
 
It will be important to ensure that such periodically flooded grasslands are taken into account 
during implementation of the action plan for coastal and floodplain grazing marshes; actions 
in the two plans need to be closely integrated. 
 
Agricultural intensification has led to the extensive development of nutrient-demanding, 
productive Lolium perenne grasslands. These are managed for grazing and also silage 
production which has widely replaced traditional hay-making. Where fertiliser input is relaxed 
or in swards which have only been partially improved, Lolium-Cynosurus grassland is 
common; in many respects this is intermediate between improved and unimproved lowland 
neutral grasslands but has few uncommon species and is generally of low botanical value. 
 


